From: Cassella, Stefan (USAMD) [mailto:Stefan.Cassella@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 2:06 PM

To: David L. Watt, Esq.

Subject: RE: Settlement Agreement

Mr. Taylor did not give an interview to the press.

Stef

Stefan D. Cassella

Assistant U.S. Attorney

Chief, Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section
36 S. Charles Street, 4th Floor

Baltimore, MD 212081

410 209-4986

From: David L. Watt, Esq. [mailto:dwatt@dwattlaw.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 1:41 PM

To: Cassella, Stefan (USAMD)

Subject: RE: Settlement Agreement

Importance: High

Stef,

| think we can still wrap this up before you leave on your trip. My client is
still troubled by the €acknowledge® language, since he believes that he
is admitting that there was reasonable cause. In the meantime, 1€ve
obtained the settlement in the Taylor Produce case (attached to this
email), which is very similar to the Sowers€? case, and there is no




language regarding_the Taylors€? acknowledgement that there was
reasonable cause for the seizure. We would even be satisfied with the
same WHEREAS clauses as those in the Taylor agreement. | have a
hard time explaining to my client why he is being_treated differently,
especially where your initial concern was that the government agents not
be liable for any claims for the seizure (which we have covered in
paragraph 5).

| hate to see this carried over til Mid-June since my clients really need the
funds for their farming operations. Please reconsider your position and
see if we can to an agreement on this final point this afternoon.

Thanks,

Dave

David L. Watt, Esq.

Law Offices of David L. Watt, LLC
3280 Urbana Pike, Suite 207
ljamsville, MD 21754

(301) 639-5629

NOTICE: This email is a confidential communication of the Law Offices of
David L. Watt, LLC and is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to
whom it is addressed. If you believe you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately, delete the e-mail from your computer and
do not copy or disclose the contents of the e-mail or any attachments to anyone
else. If you are not an existing client of the Law Offices of David L. Watt, LLC,
(1) nothing in this e-mail establishes an attorney/client relationship between you
and the Law Offices of David L. Watt, LLC unless the e-mail contains a specific
statement to that effect, (2) nothing in this e-mail shall be deemed, nor should
you interpret anything in this e-mail to be legal advice, and (3) do not disclose
anything to the Law Offices of David L. Watt, LLC that you expect to be held in
confidence. Any advice conceming Federal, state and local tax issues
contained in this written communication or in any attachment has not been
written nor is it intended to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i)
avoiding Federal, state or local tax penalties that may be imposed by the
Internal Revenue Service or applicable state or local tax provisions.

From: Cassella, Stefan (USAMD) [mailto:Stefan.Cassella@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 12:37 PM

To: David L. Watt, Esq.

Subject: RE: Settlement Agreement

David,

Sorry we couldn€pt get this worked out before | have to leave on my
trip. We€pre not quite there: Mr. Sowers doesn€pt have to admit
that he did anything wrong, but he does have to acknowledge that
there was a reasonable basis for the seizure.

1921l be gone until june 11 but then we€pll go almost immediately
into trial. It should be over by July 1, so we can pick it up then. In the
meantime, | will not object to your withholding your claim until July.
If Mr. Sowers should change his mind and agree to sign the last
version of the letter | sent, we can get it filed right away.

Stef
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Stefan D. Cassella

Assistant U.S. Attorney

Chief, Asset Forfeiture and Money Laundering Section
36 S. Charles Street, 4th Floor

Baltimore, MD 21201

410 209-4986

<Sowers+Executed+Agreement_05292012.pdf>
<Motion+for+Final+Order+of+Fft.pdf>

<Sowers+Signed+QOrder_05302012-1.pdf>
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